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A Survey on workplace needs and teacher development of
Normal University Alumni

—A case study of Jiangxi Normal University
— X FImie iRt E2PER & R SERERAYEE
— IAIMBXZEFS T

XFHME X P ImTER

Abstract: This study aims to find out self-evaluation of teacher development and
workplace needs of postgraduate alumni. It is accomplished by means of
questionnaire of 117 English major alumni graduated from a normal university. The
data collected from the questionnaire are processed by SPSS 19. 0. Besides, an
open-ended interview was conducted among 30 alumni, and their answers have been
transcribed and analyzed by the author. The findings of this survey are: 1) Taken as a
whole, alumni are content with their teacher development, especially with
fundamental knowledge and skills and classroom management; 2) According to the
Alumni, heavy working load and little support from universities and government are
the biggest problems blocking their teacher development; 3) There is no significant
difference between high school teachers and College teachers in their teacher
development and workplace needs. And female alumni are less competent in
research abilities and creative thinking than males; 4) Most of the alumni are satisfied
with their graduate education, but they hold the view that there is still room for
improvement, such as in internship arrangement, curriculum selection systems,
courses on British and American cultures, and research methodology. This study
provides reliable feedbacks and support for the improvement of postgraduate
education. More specifically, it can help graduate students to adjust their position on
postgraduate education.
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Development of College English Learners’ Academic Literacy:
A Task-based Approach

Yuan Pinghua  Nanchang University

Abstract: In the College English context of China, students are not merely
satisfied with learning the English language itself, and they expect to develop their
academic literacy so as to participate in academic communication with international
colleagues in a particular field. Academic literacy may be defined as the critical
thinking, reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills learned within the academic
society. Academic literacy allows college English learners to effectively establish
communication within all areas of their academic environment. Learning in higher
education involves engagement with new and different ways of knowing and writing,
values and beliefs. Hence, students need to be acquainted with the concepts, theories,
methods, rules and writing conventions of a specific discipline. In this paper, a
task-based approach is adopted to develop college English learners’ academic literacy,
including designing academic tasks to enhance learners’ critical thinking skills and

their listening, speaking, reading and writing in the academic context.
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